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BUDDHIST COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA — VESAK DAY FUNCTION 

Statement 
HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.46 pm]: This evening I am happy to report to the house that 
yesterday, together with several of my colleagues from the other place—Mike Nahan, Paul Miles and Ian 
Britza—I co-hosted a luncheon with executive members and other members of the Buddhist Council of Western 
Australia. We were very proud to host the first function of this type, held at the request of the Buddhist Society, 
which wanted to meet with ministers and members of the Barnett government. Members of the society had not 
had the privilege of coming to Parliament before to do that, and we were delighted to be able to host them 
yesterday. 

Yesterday was a very important event on the Buddhist calendar. It was Vesak Day, which is celebrated every 
year at the first full moon in May. Buddhists, being very practical people, rather than having a whole string of 
holidays—which I guess is probably a very non-Australian thing to do; we seem to have holidays for everything 
throughout the year—lump a lot of events into one. They celebrate the birth, the enlightenment and death of 
Buddha, obviously in different years, but on the same day. They come together on Vesak Day to do that. It was 
absolutely delightful to have them at Parliament yesterday. 

The Buddhist Council was formed in 1995. As is the case with many organisations, the council is a collection of 
a number of groups that all had similar aims but did not seem to have a united voice. In 1995 the group came 
together and formed the Buddhist Council. They represent the three branches of Buddhism—Theravada, 
Mahayana and Vajrayana. They have all come together, so there are a number of them from different areas. 

For members who do not know, Buddhism is the most rapidly growing religion in Australia. It is the fourth 
largest religion behind Christianity, Islam and Hinduism. Around two per cent of the population in Australia will 
say that their religion is Buddhist, so around one in every 50 people is Buddhist. Some of the countries where 
Buddhism is one of the main practised religions are India, Malaysia, Japan, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, 
Sri Lanka, Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, Vietnam, Tibet, Bhutan, Mongolia, Nepal and China. That is obviously 
not an entire list, but it is indicative of how widely spread Buddhism is across the world. 

It is also probably not a bad idea to remind members of the four noble truths of Buddhism, which I think have 
quite a lot of merit if we think closely about what they are. The first noble truth is that life as we know it 
ultimately is, or leads to, suffering in one way or another; the second is that suffering is caused by craving; the 
third is that suffering ends when craving ends; and the fourth is that reaching this liberated state is achieved by 
following the path laid out by Buddha. I was writing the noble principles down when I was putting my thoughts 
together for this speech, and that led me to think that if we all thought about them and perhaps all tried to 
somehow live our lives around those four noble truths or principles, it might not be a bad thing.  

We were delighted that representatives of the Buddhist Council of Western Australia attended the function 
yesterday. We were addressed by the Venerable Ajahn Brahm, who is the current abbot of the Bodhinyana 
Monastery in Serpentine and the spiritual director of the Buddhist Society of Western Australia. He spoke to us 
about Buddhists in Perth and some of the good work that they are doing. Recently, I was delighted to go to the 
Hare Krishna Food for Life Restaurant in William Street to present them with a Lotterywest grant to help with 
the refurbishment of the restaurant. They provide wholesome food for those in less fortunate circumstances than 
most of us; however, I must say—holding true to Buddhist principles—that any of us who wish to go there will 
be very welcome, and I can thoroughly recommend it to members if they are down that way.  

Yesterday, as I said, we had with us Ajahn Brahm, but I would like to also mention the other people who joined 
us at the luncheon. We had Tholla Chan, who is president of the Cambodian Buddhist Society; Dennis Sheppard, 
who is president of the Buddhist Society of Western Australia; the Venerable Dondrub, from the Hayagriva 
Buddhist Centre; Don Weerakody, who is with the Buddhist Society of WA; Dr Jake Mitra, who is the WA 
representative to the Federation of Australian Buddhist Councils; Ms Ramani Gunasekera, who is from the 
Sri Lankan Buddhist Council; Mr Franz Etter and Mr Utunhla, who are members of the Buddhist Council of 
WA; and Victor and Jade Ngu, who are from the jade Buddha association. Some members will recall that the 
jade Buddha visited Perth in either late 2009 or early 2010. I was speaking to Victor and Jade yesterday, and 
they told me that the jade Buddha is now in America and has visited 20 cities over there. It was indeed a very 
proud moment for them when they had the jade Buddha on show at the Art Gallery of Western Australia. As I 
said, yesterday was the first opportunity that that group had had to come to Parliament House, and similar 
functions were held in other Parliament Houses throughout Australia, which has happened for some time. I think 
that, following on from the success of yesterday’s function, we will probably make that an annual event.  

I thank Mr John Castrilli, Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests, who attended as our guest, as did 
Minister Morton, the Premier, and a number of our colleagues from the National Party, including Hon Philip 
Gardiner; we appreciate their attendance at that function.  
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The celebration of Vesak Day by Buddhists yesterday would have gone on with devotions throughout last night. 
I am not sure if people actually wish each other a happy Vesak Day—I am not sure what the protocol is for 
Buddhists—but if that is what people do, then that is what I wish all Buddhists in Australia and around the 
world. I was very pleased to be a co-host of that function.  
 


